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soon thereafter by Baron Kenkan Takagi at the
Hibiya Daijingu, now called the lidabashi
Daijingu, which automatically became the most
popular wedding shrine in Tokyo.1 Since then
a great number of shrines in various parts of the
nation have become popular for weddings.
Shrine marriages are now fashionable but
still the great majority of the population enters the
bonds of wedlock just as it always has. Marriage,
to the average Japanese, is strictly a family afiaic
in which the nakodo^ or go-between, acts as the
major domo. A father with an eligible son or
daughter asks some reliable man to find a suitable
mate for his child. This means that the social,
financial, temperamental and health conditions of
both parties are considered. When every one is
satisfied, the young people are briefly introduced,
the marriage date is set, an engagement feast is
held, and the marriage rites occur in the home of
the bridegroom. The family members, relatives
and friends attend. The family ancestors may be
informed but the priests and gods are not.
Foreign influence has probably made its grea-
test impression on marriage, While romantic
1 This shrine is owned by the<Taisho-kaku, a restaurant.
It was originally the family shrine of the restaurant owner
and became so popular that he moved it to the magnificent
quarters which it now occupies.